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We are pleased to announce that the State Board of Education approved 
our Turnaround Plan for Crosby High School yesterday. Our next step will 
be to provide the State Board with a more detailed list of deliverables that 
includes measurements and timetables. Individual members expressed enthu-
siasm in our proposal to develop academies as a way to help encourage bet-
ter relationships between staff and students. A few noted that we will need 
to remain focused on addressing the chronic absenteeism in the school and 
the number of students who are over-age and under-credited. One other 
area of concern is sustainability, especially financial support for the program. 
I do wish to thank all of those who travelled to Hartford with us, especially 
Representatives Victor Cuevas and Larry Butler, Mayor Neil O’Leary, school 
and district administrators and staff, and the parents who came and spoke 

out in favor of the plan.  
 
Please turn to page 14 for more details on the Turnaround Plan.  

Students of Qingdao and the students of Carrington pose together for a group pho-

tograph on the stage.   Please turn to page 12 for the story.  



On November 12, 2014 members of the Wilby National Honor Society, Steven Colon (President), Im-
ran Husain (Vice President) and Aqib Moughal (Treasurer) participated in the Literacy Volunteers of 
Greater Waterbury Annual Scrabble Challenge.  The Wilby team of NHS members won the first place 
trophy upon which the school name was etched.  The Wilby team out performed 27 other teams repre-

senting other schools and community organizations.  
 

Catch Us Before We Are Famous  — STUDENT HONORS  
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Jalile Riddick, a first grader from Rotella Interdistrict Magnet School, has been selected as Artsonia's PreK-
3rd grade "ARTIST OF THE WEEK!" for January 11, 2015 - January 17, 2015. During the contest, Jalile re-
ceived 717 votes from website visitors. His art work is available on the Artsonia homepage 
at www.artsonia.com for the next few days. Jalile will receive a plaque and a $50 gift certificate. His teacher, 

Suzanne Dionne, will receive a $100 gift certificate from Blick Art Materials. 

Both Crosby and Kennedy High Schools advanced to the Naugatuck Valley League semi-final games, held on 
Monday, March 2nd.  Crosby played against Naugatuck while Kennedy played Sacred Heart. Following those 
semi-finals, it was Crosby and Sacred Heart that advanced to the finals on Wednesday evening. In a tight 

match, Sacred Heart won, 68-66, but our Crosby players gave it their all.   

Crosby High School students participating in the mock trials competition held at Waterbury Superior Court 
on December 4, 2015 defeated both Ellington High School and Cheshire High School. The Crosby team 

won the state-wide competition in 2011-2012. and placed second in 2012-2013.  

Please see page 13 for list of 2014-2016 Global Leadership Institute (GLI) scholars.   



Staff and School Honors 
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Wilby High School hosted a regional Robotics FIRST competition the first weekend in March, one of only two such competitions 
in the state of Connecticut this year. The winner of the competition was a three-team alliance of SimCity (Simsbury), Gaelhawks 
(Shelton) and Techno-Ticks (Old Lyme). These three teams have qualified to participate in the New England Championship at 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, starting on April 9th. A number of other teams won awards for engineering, creativity, design, 
and other designations. Eleven adults were recognized for their ability to lead, inspire and empower as team men-
tors, including Vincent Balsamo of Kennedy High School, for his inspirational leadership of the school’s The Nuts 

And Bolts of Fury.  

Connecticut is being put on the map in many ways at the National Mentoring Summit!  Waterbury Mayor Neil O'Leary has been 
chosen as one of four city leaders from across the country who recognizes the powerful role that mentoring relationships can play 
in improving education, reducing crime and contributing to building stronger cities. He will address more than 800 attendees from 
across the nation during one of the plenary sessions at the Summit.  Through his comprehensive commitment to positive youth 
development, Waterbury now has more than 4,000 youth enrolled in the PAL (Police Athletic League) program, has received a 

GEAR UP grant for $11.2 million, and has the lowest crime rate for any city in Connecticut.   

Waterbury Public Schools is excited to announce the several educators and students being acknowledged at the 15th Annual 
Scholarship Awards Banquet for the Rivera Memorial Foundation, Inc.  to be held on Thursday, April 23rd at Coco Key Water 
Resort. Hotel and Convention Center. Those interested in attending should check with the Rivera Memorial Foundation to pur-

chase tickets:  http://www.rmfinc.org/.   
Juan Mendoza (Reed) will be receiving the Inspiring Educator Award 
Jeff Hunter (Central Office) will be receiving the Community Service Award 
Anthony Azzara (Sacred Heart) will be receiving the Inspiring Educator Award 
Sohan Aziz (Kennedy) will be receiving the Rivera Memorial Foundation Scholarship 
Alegra Hilyard (WAMS) will be receiving the Rivera and Hughes Memorial Scholarship 
Amber Craig (Sacred Heart) will be receiving the Joseph Cortes Memorial Scholarship 

The Waterbury Arts Magnet School has once again been named a School of Distinction by the Magnet Schools of 
America. MSA had a record-breaking number of entries this year, with over 300 applications received from magnet schools 
across America. The organization is committed to “accentuating excellence by continuing to focus on attention on what matters 

most in magnet schools.”  

Wilby High School Athletic Director Steve Baldwin has been named the 2015 Friend of Unified Sports his contin-
ued support and dedication to the program. Unified Sports is a Special Olympics program that pairs students with and without 
intellectual disability on a single team. Players are matched by similarity in age and sports ability. The program is administered here 
in Connecticut through the CIAC (Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference). Steve will be formally recognized at the 

Michaels Cup Banquet at the Aqua Turf on April 29th.  

When NBC Connecticut decided to investigate the use of the ClassDojo app in schools, one of the educators they interviewed 
was Kim Williams of Regan School. Ms. Williams demonstrated how teachers and school librarians use the app as a classroom 

management tool. The segment was written by reporter Brad Drazen.   

Crosby basketball coach Nick Augelli has been named the recipient of the CIAC’s Boys Basketball Coaches Merit Award Winner. 
The award recognizes individuals who have “greatly contributed” to a high school basketball program over the years and “who 
have established a distinguished record of supporting CIAC athletics as a coach, administrator, athletic director, official or corpo-
rate sponsor.” The award will be presented at a recognition ceremony beginning at 9:00 a.m. on March 21, 2015 at the Mohegan 

Sun Cabaret Theater.  



Partners In Education News  
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Webster Bank has been selected by MENTOR to receive the local Excellence and Commitment to 
Quality Youth Mentoring Award. The award was presented at the National Mentoring Summit in 
Washington, D.C.  on Wednesday, January 28, 2015 at a reception and dinner program at the Li-
brary of Congress in Washington DC hosted by MENTOR's Board of Directors. MENTOR is the 

Washington-based organization that represents the national face of good policy and best practices. 
  
The Webster employee mentoring program started in 2002 through a Diversity Council initiative 
spearheaded by Larry Selnick, Senior Vice President. Since then, the impact of mentoring has taken 

shape at the national level and Webster Bank is there leading the way. 
  
Webster has a long partnership with its mentoring partners in each state across the footprint with 
The Governor's Prevention Partnership leading its involvement. The Webster bank mentors are ex-

pertly led by current mentor coordinator, Jay Brennan, Vice President,and the mentor committee.  
  
GPP HIGHLIGHTS congratulates Kathy Luria, Senior Vice President, Community Affairs who serves 
on the board of The Governor's Prevention Partnership, Brennan for his daily efforts to lead the 
mentoring program and Selnick who continues to be a spokesperson (and mentor) to champion the 

importance of bringing mentoring into the life of a child. 
 
Reprinted from GPP Newsletter 

Waterbury Symphony Orchestra favorite and Waterbury resident Andrew Armstrong returns to 
the Main Stage at Naugatuck Valley Community College on Saturday, March 14th, at 8:00 p.m., for 
Beethoven's Emperor Concerto.  Yale University School of Music Faculty member Thomas C. Duffy 
will premiere a New Commission for "Side by Side" Orchestra and will feature the young talent of 
more than 25 string students from the Inter-District Strings Project performing alongside the sym-

phony’s musicians onstage.   

Waterbury firefighters visited Reed School on Friday, February 6th to distribute 50 free coats to stu-
dents as part of the department’s initiative to support the Waterbury community. NBC30 was on 

hand to report on the event.   

The Waterbury Youth Service System, Inc. named Kathi Crowe, MSW, LICSW, the new Executive 
Director.  According to the announcement, Ms. Crowe is a former executive director for the Na-
tional Foster Care Coalition in Washington, D.C.  and a former Youth Development Specialist for 
the Rhode Island Department for Children, Youth and Families.  We welcome her to the Waterbury 

community and look forward to working with her in the future.    



Students Giving Back 

       -    Continued on page 7 
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Under the direction of Mrs. Robin Davitt, Wal-
lace Middle School students collected 3,441 
food items. The Crosby ROTC helped out and 
donated 1000 food items from their food drive 

bringing the total collected to 4,441.  

West Side students shown with Maria Burns 
and the food items the students gathered for 
holiday donations to the Salvation Army. The 
students collected over 800 items that were 

donated to needy families in our community! 
 
In the photo are (from left to right) students 
Eddie Negron, Daishawn Lamar, building prin-
cipal Maria Burns, students TyQuan Conyers 

and Raymone Hooks. 

On November 7th, Maloney students were inducted as 
members to The Student Council. Mayor Neil O’Leary par-
ticipated by swearing in the members, and all Student 
Council members were invited to lunch by the mayor. 
They’ve been busy ever since. Throughout the month of 
November, they collected food brought in by Maloney stu-
dents and staff which was donated to The Salvation Army. 
In December the Student Council organized a toy drive.  
Over 100 toys were collected from Maloney students, and 
donated to P.A.L. which was given out to families in need. 
The elected officers attended Student Leadership Training 
at Naugatuck Valley Community College last month. They 
also organized a candy gram fundraiser to raise money to 
purchase 100 umbrellas to donate to Duggan School to be 

used by students who walk to school. 



Girls, Inc. Presents STEM Information to Board  

New “Every Kid in a Park” Initiative  

To help engage and create our next generation of park visitors, supporters and advocates, the federal gov-

ernment kicked off the Every Kid in a Park initiative. The immediate goal is to provide an opportunity for 

each and every 4th grade student across the country to experience their public lands and waters in person 

throughout the 2015-2016 school year. 

Soon, 4th graders and their families will have access to their own Every Kid in a Park pass. This pass will 

give them free access to national parks, national forests, national wildlife refuges, and more! 

The Every Kid in a Park pass will be available for the 2015-2016 school year. 

 

Every Kid in a Park joins the Foundation's Open Outdoors for 
Kids program in helping children learn history, culture, and 
science while exploring the great outdoors. The initiative is an 
administration-wide effort among the National Park Service, 
Forest Service, Department of Education, Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Bureau of Land Management, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Bureau of Reclamation, and National Oceanic and Atmospher-

ic Administration. 

Page 6 Waterbury Public Schools News Update 

Students from several Waterbury schools worked together 
as “Circuit Sisters” in a First Lego Robotics program at Girls, 
Inc. The students were asked to do a research project in-
volving STEM. The girls chose to build a castle with Legos. 
The students found they needed to use science, math, engi-
neering and technology to build a castle that would be sturdy 
and have functional parts. As a final stage of the project, sev-
eral students made a presentation to the Board of Education 
on  December 4, 2014 and asked the Board to consider 

providing additional STEM courses for students.  



And More Students Giving Back —- 
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Students in Mr. Haines’ first grade class at Woodrow Wilson School 
came to school wearing red to support  the American Heart Associa-
tion. Twenty-one of twenty-four students wore red that day after learn-

ing about the organization’s mission.  

The North End Middle School Governance Council 
(picture left) and students proudly presented another 
generous check to the Leever Cancer Center for breast 
cancer awareness. All funds were donated by staff and 
students. Picture: left to right: Jackie Gilmore, Barbara 
Moulthrop, Melissa Seres of HLRCC, Melissa Adorno, 

and Christina Reach.  

Back row (around the table) from left to right: Michael 
Spescha (WAMS NHS Advisor), Katherine Ross, Kevin 
Kleinschmidt, Kaylyn Kleinschmidt, Tess Hudak, Elina 
Ashirova, Blesing Zenick, Lucy Christiana, Olyvia 
Giordano, Jessica Giordano, Kaitlyn Voity, Larissa 
Hughes, Emma Lewis, Bernice Aldarondo, Joseph Ganav-
age III (Brass City Young Marines), Jenna Guerin, Cathe-

rine Nicholson. 
 
Front row from left to right: Celina Caetano, Jalia West 

The WAMS chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS) recently completed the school's annual Toys for Tots 
drive.  Following the completion of a wreath that was donated to the Wellmore Behavioral Health’s 1st annual Fes-
tival of Lights to raise money for the organization through a raffle, the WAMS NHS students began the school’s 
annual Toys for Tots drive (this is the first year NHS oversaw the donations).  It was decided that the students 
would ask the entire WAMS community to donate one dollar each as opposed to a toy, and that the NHS students 
would then purchase the toys at the end of the drive to donate to Toys for Tots through the Brass City Young 
Marines.  If every member of the school community (students, faculty, and staff) were to donate a single dollar the 
school would raise approximately $900 which seemed an unlikely and unrealistic goal to the students at the time  
Fifteen NHS students made their rounds every morning visiting every homeroom from 6th through 12th grade for a 
total of ten school days.  Through the overwhelming generosity of the student body, faculty, and staff at WAMS 
(and a $50 gift card donation from the Waterbury Target department store) the NHS was able to purchase and 
donate over $900 in toys.  On Thursday, December 18th, Joseph Ganavage III of the Brass City Young Marines ar-
rived at the school to present WAMS with a certificate acknowledging the hard work and generosity of the stu-

dents and receive our school’s donation. 



Winding Trails Adventure  
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Sixth graders from North End Middle School’s Gold 
House had a great time earlier this year participating 
in a trip to Winding Trails in Farmington, CT. There 
the students took part in an Adventure Education 
program, which includes a low ropes course, a high 
ropes course, a forty foot climbing tour and a canoe 
orienteering course. On its website, Winding Trails 
explains that everyone can participate regardless of 

his or her physical condition or ability.  
 
Team leaders stress team work and communication 

to aid in problem solving.  



More Students Giving Back in the Community 
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Crosby Culinary Arts students, under the leadership of teacher 
Kirk Palladino, prepared and presented the food for the Wellmore 
Festival of Trees event in December, held in the Veterans Memori-
al Hall in City Hall.  A number of schools participated in the design 

and creation of trees and wreaths.  



 

Page 10 Waterbury Public Schools News Update 

Gym Court Named After  
Crosby Coach Nick Augelli 
 
The Crosby High School basketball court is now officially 
the “Coach Nick Augelli ‘s Court” following a vote of the 
Waterbury Board of Education on February 12th. In 
making the official request to the Board, Albert Chabot II 
noted Coach Augelli’s record of 45 years, 601 career 
wins (at the time), and 10 Naugatuck Valley League titles. 
But stressed his even bigger contribution as a mentor to 
the hundreds of players he has coached. “He has helped 
just as many players after they have graduated from 
Crosby, if not more,” he explained. “He is involved in his 
student athletes’ grades in and out of season, and always 
goes the extra mile to help out a player or former player. 
The impact that he has had is too large to measure, as is 
his commitment to every player that has ever walked 

through the gym door.”  

Louise Allen Brown  accepts a recognition plaque from 
Bridge to Success Executive Director Lori Hart as 

Louise’s family, friends and colleagues look on., 

Louise Allen Brown Recognized 
Louise Allen Brown, who has brought in millions of 
dollars in competitive grant funds as the district’s 
Grant Writer, is also known in the Waterbury 
community as one of the founding members of the 
Prevention Policy Board, a collaborative that led the 
way to Bridge to Success. As PPB folded into the 
newly formed BTS in 2010, Louise continued to 
take an active role on the governing board of the 
new organization.  Despite her heavy commitment 
to the school district to bring in needed funds for 
new technology, after-school programs, and other 
grant-funded opportunities, Louise continued to 
advocate for the youth of Waterbury through BTS.  
After several years of service to BTS, Louise an-
nounced her decision to retire from that board this 
past year. Family, friends and colleagues gathered at 
the January 15th Board of Education meeting to 
honor Louise Allen Brown with well-deserved 
recognition for her volunteer services to the com-

munity.  



News Briefs  
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The Waterbury Parent Academy, PAL, Waterbury READS and Literacy Volunteers of Greater Waterbury teamed together 
to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday with dinner, dessert and reading on Monday, March 2nd at PAL. Waterbury students in kin-

dergarten through third grade, along with their family members, enjoyed a fun evening of stories and activities.  

Waterbury Career Academy has received a $5,000 contribution toward its implementation of National Institute for Metal-
working Skills credential testing and registration fees. NIMS credentials certify an individual’s skills as measured against na-
tional industry standards. NIMS accredits training programs at both private and public schools, within industry companies 

and at local workforce centers or trade associations, according to information provided by NIMS.  

STAFF PROMOTIONS: 
Congratulations: 
Jade Gopie—Principal, Crosby High School 
Angela Razza—Principal, Kingsbury Elementary  
Jackie Gilmore—Principal, North End Middle School 
Marissa Blakeslee—Principal, Bucks Hill Annex 
Lisa Ariola-Simoes—Principal, State Street School 
Vincent Balsamo—Vice Principal, Crosby High School 

Mr. John Niemann’s after-school class explored the world 
of electricity with the help of other Sprague School 
staff.  That is Mr. Niemann helping three students get 
started on their project of wiring four lights for a card-
board dollhouse they constructed during the class. Each 
group of students was asked to create a house with four 
rooms and to install a light in each room using a battery 
and a switch. They could run all four lights off the same 
battery or string of batteries, using a single switch, or in-
stall four lights, each with its own battery and switch. The 
students then labelled and decorated each room, adding 
finishing touches such as a roof and a chimney, windows, 

doors, and carpeting.  

MUSLIM HOLIDAYS  -  Following a request from the local Muslim community, the Board of Education voted 
to recognize two Muslim holidays in the future by having teachers refraining from scheduling tests or major 
activities during those holidays. Because Muslims use a lunar year rather than a solar year, the holidays change 
calendar dates from year to year. This past year, Eid-al-Fitr was celebrated on Juy 28, 2014 and Eid-al-Adha 
was celebrated on October 4, 2014. The recognition for these two Muslim holidays is similar to that given to 
the Jewish holidays Rosh Hashaha (September 25 and 26, 2014), Yom Kippur (October 4, 2014), Hannuka 
(December 17—24, 2014) and Passover (April 3—11, 2015). Many school districts with large Muslim popula-

tions, including New London, already offer such recognition.   
The request to refrain from scheduling tests or major activities will allow Muslim students to take the day off 

to celebrate with family as required by their religion without being penalized for doing so.   



Crosby Turnaround Plans Detailed  

The Crosby Turnaround Plan  approved by the State Board of Education  
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Exchange with China— continued from page one. 

(Left) At Carrington School, MacDermid scientists Omar Ghannam and Hui Huang demonstrated for Chinese visi-

tors and Carrington students the power of static electricity.  
(Right) MacDermid scientists Linda Chapman and Fei Peng demonstrated for the Chinese visitors and the Carring-

ton students the reactions of acids and bases.           Photos courtesy of Carrington School. 

Carrington’s sister school experience with China began in 2010, when Principal Kevin Brennan initiated the 
partnership with a visit to Qingdao (pronounced ching-DOW) Experimental Primary School in northeast China.   
While there at his own expense, he visited the school, stayed with three different Chinese families, and met 
with education officials. When Principal Brennan returned, Carrington students began an online exchange with 

students in Qingdao that has continued ever since.  
 
In January 2012, Chinese educators and students from QEPS visited the United States for twelve days, including 
a stop in Waterbury to visit Carrington.  In February 2015, a second trip to Carrington by Qingdao educators 
and students featured an exchange of student performances, a tour of Carrington School, a science demonstra-

tion offered in both English and Mandarin by chemists from partner MacDermid, and a field trip.  
 
On April 3, 2015, Carrington students and educators will fly into Beijing where they will visit Tain’an’men 
Square, the Forbidden City, the Great Wall, the Temple of Heaven, along with typical housing of local families.  
They will also travel to Xi’an via an overnight sleeping train. There they will view the Terra Cotta Warriors. On 
April 7th, students and educators will fly to Qingdao to stay with Chinese students and their families for four 
days and attend school there, just as the Chinese visitors did here. Before returning to Connecticut, the Car-
rington group will visit the Summer Palace, Olympic Stadium, and the Beijing Zoo.  The group will arrive back in 

the United States on April 13th.  
 
The benefits of the trip are numerous, including the ability to see another country, to observe in what ways the 
United States and China are both different and the same, to hear another language continually, to travel by jet 
and by overnight sleeper train, and to see historic sights in China, as well as to visit with their new friends from 

Qingdao.  
 
QEPS is a six-year primary school located in Shandong Province, in the eastern coastal region of China.    



News Briefs (continued from page 11) 
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Waterbury Public Schools received a $50,000 grant to improve arts education. The money will be used 
to help fund an after-school arts program two days per week for four schools: Bunker Hill, Carrington, 
Washington and Wilson. The district’s partner in the grant is the Mattatuck Museum. The program 

should serve about 120 students.  

Congresswoman Elizabeth Esty visited Carrington 
School this morning to observe firsthand the local 
implementation of the Pilot Project for Procure-
ment of Unprocessed Fruits and Vegetables. It was 
announced just last week on December 8th that 
eight states will participate in this pilot project, 
including Connecticut, as well as California, Michi-
gan, New York, Oregon, Virginia, Washington and 
Wisconsin. This program will allow us to purchase 
fresh fruits and vegetables directly from local 
sources instead of going through the USDA Foods 

program.  
 

These Waterbury Public School students have been accepted as 2014-2016 Global Leadership Institute (GLI) 
scholars.  Our scholars will be joining ten GLI scholars from Taft, and together these students will collaboratively 
explore global issues. The mission of the GLI is to develop a generation of global leaders with a genuine concern 
for world problems, multiple perspectives on global issues and skills to contribute towards the solutions of these 

issues.   
Our Waterbury Scholars are: 
Vod Vilfort - Wilby 
Jade Roman- Kennedy 
Christian Milian- Kennedy 
Brennan Engelhard-WAMS 
Justyn Welch-Kennedy 
Fizza Alam-Waterbury Career Academy 
Selena Soto-Waterbury Career Academy 
Muhammed Mashoor-Crosby 
Gina Divito -WAMS 
Julia Nguyen- Wilby 
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The district now has both a facebook page and a twitter account. The facebook page may be found by searching the term 
“Waterbury Public Schools” while logged onto facebook. There will be two main responses, one a “page” with posts and the 
other an “organization” that is composed of information from Wikipedia. Please select the “page” to see our posts. Since its 
inception, the page has rocketed to over 500 likes, with some posts drawing more than 1,000 viewers within hours. Our twit-
ter account is WaterburySchools. According to the Pew Research Center, facebook remains the most popular social media 
site. The center estimates that 81% of American adults use the internet, with 58% of those on facebook. Of the other popular 
social media sites, LinkedIn has the second highest percent of users at 23%, with twitter at 19%. Social media usage continues 

to climb. It is now estimated that 52% of American adults use multiple social media sites, up from 42% in 2013.  

Crosby’s Turnaround Plan, as approved by the State Board of Education, calls for the development of four new 

academies that will focus on specific areas of career interest while providing a strong core of academics:  
Academy of Public Safety will help prepare students for careers in fire safety, police investigation and emergency 
preparedness. The police pathway will include such courses as Introduction to Law and Justice / Criminal Investi-
gating and Forensic Science and Lab.  The fire safety pathway will include such courses as Fire Science and Fire and 
Technology I and II.  The EMT pathway will include Anatomy and Physiology I and II and Emergency Procedures / 

Concepts of Emergency Medicine. The Public Safety courses will include CPR certification.  
Academy of Entrepreneurship  will help prepare students to succeed in business, finance and culinary arts.  The 
culinary arts pathway will include courses such as Culinary Arts I and II, and Foods and Nutrition, as well as a 
Serve Safe / Restaurant Management course. The Finance pathway will include accounting, finance law, business 
ownership, and Entrepreneurship. The Business pathway will include Business Law and Management Marketing I 

and II, Entrepreneurship and International Business.  
Academy of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math will help prepare students for careers in fields such 
as aviation, digital arts, and computer science.  The Aviation pathway will include such courses as Foundations of 
Aviation and Air Management I and II. The Math and Science pathway will include such courses as AP Chemistry,  
Physics and Calculus. The Digital Arts pathway will include such courses as Graphic Communications and Video 

Production I and II.  
 
The plan will start with a freshmen academy in the fall. Other academies will be added in subsequent years.  
 

CROSBY TURNAROUND PLAN  continued from page 1 

SHAKESPERIENCE 36 HOUR MARATHON ANNOUNCED 
 
Shakesperience is throwing open the doors for 36 straight hours of continuous programming!  No charge, no breaks, no lack of coffee 
and tea.  During that time, any donation made to the company via www.GiveLocalCCF.org will be matched by our own challenge donors, 
Give Local sponsors, and maybe even prize money from the Connecticut Community Foundation.  
 
So pile into the Shakesperience studio at 117 Bank Street in Waterbury, any time from 7 a.m. on May 5th to 7 p.m. on May 6th.  Check 
out the fun, jump on stage with us, read sonnets, and talk Shakespeare.  You'll learn from experts and guest speakers, stretch your mind 
and body with our company, and read or perform with our professional actors and Artistic Director Emily Mattina.  Or just drink coffee 
with us and keep us awake!  While you're here, donation stations will be available for you to contribute to our dual mission to create 
great art and to feed young minds. 
 
With your support and help to achieve the available matching funds, Shakesperience will expand the influence and impact of our Voice 

of Leadership, Thought & Action, Onstage & Off.  



Registration Is Under Way 
Two Spring School Music Events 
Slated At Quassy Amusement &  

Waterpark 
   MIDDLEBURY, Conn. – Local and regional schools are invited to participate in two spring music events at Quassy 
Amusement & Waterpark. Presented at the park’s Carousel Theatre stage, both events will be in a non-competitive 

concert setting. Registration is under way now for the following: 
      -   Third Annual Jazz Band Day, Saturday, May 9. School jazz bands will perform throughout the day with con-

certs starting at noon. 
       -   11th Annual School Music Festival, Saturday, June 13. This event is open to elementary, middle and high 

school choruses, bands and orchestras. Performances will start at noon. 
  Faculty members wishing to participate in either event should contact Linda Whipple at the park office (203) 758-
2913 ext. 106 or e-mail linda@quassy.com.  Performing groups must provide musical instruments, stands and power 
cords for any electrified instruments. Clothespins are also recommended to hold music in place while performing on 
the outdoor stage.  Guests in attendance will pay $7 for parking at Quassy with no general admission charged to 

enter the park. There are fees for the rides, attractions, waterpark and food.  
  

QUASSY ART IN THE PARK MAY 9, 2015 
Quassy’s Annual Art in the Park chalk art competition is set for Saturday, May 9, with divisions for elementary, mid-
dle and high school teams. There is no fee to participate, but pre-registration is required.  Prizes will be awarded in 
all divisions. Art will be drawn on assigned 4 by 6-foot areas on pavement within the park with the theme “SPIN 

CYCLE” – drawings of Quassy’s spinning rides. 
 
 

Students Invited To Become Part Of  News Team Quassy,  
Take Part In Other Activities 

  MIDDLEBURY, Conn. – Riding on the shirttails of a successful inaugural year in 2014, Quassy Amusement & Wa-
terpark will again sponsor an educational program for students to produce videos related to the operation of an 
amusement park.   News Team Quassy will be launched in the coming weeks with local and area schools invited to 

take part in a revolving schedule of video reports about the locally-owned facility. 
     “Based on the success of this year, we are delighted to again offer News Team Quassy as part of our compre-
hensive programs here at the park,” said Quassy’s George Frantzis. “As in last year, teams selected for the project 

will have to conduct research on a variety of subjects and present factual reports that can be shared with others.” 
Variety Of Subjects 
   Local and area students produced educational videos this past school year on roller coaster physics and laser 
technology. The videos are posted on Quassy’s YouTube Channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCdpld754UGAP9KQSaL-lkPw. 
  “The intent of the program was for students to produce educational videos for other students to view as learning 

tools,” Frantzis added. “We’re pleased to say that the program really hit the mark.” 
   Schools interested in having student teams participate in News Team Quassy may contact Ron Gustafson, 
Quassy’s director of marketing, with questions related to the project at (203) 758-2913 ext. 109, or e-mail in-

fo@quassy.com. 
  Schools selected to be part of News Team Quassy will then receive reporting assignments from the park along 
with deadlines. The finished reports, running five to seven minutes in length, will be posted on Quassy’s YouTube 
Channel, Facebook Fan Page and related school sites. All reports will be approved by school faculty and Quassy 

Amusement & Waterpark prior to being posted.  
  Topics for 2015 will include educational reports on hydraulics, centrifugal force and the history of Quassy Amuse-

ment Park.   
  News Team Quassy participants will also be invited to enjoy a day at the park at the program’s conclusion. 
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SILAS BRONSON LIBRARY 

40th Annual Poetry Contest 
 

Please follow these rules thoroughly to be qualified. 
 

1.   Open to all children in grades 1-8 who live in Waterbury or attend school in Wa-

terbury. 
2.   All poems must be received by the Children’s Services Division of the Main Li-

brary or the Bunker Hill Branch no later than Saturday, April 18th at 4:00 pm. 
3.   Please use the THEME for your grade.  See the reverse side for the complete 

listing. 
4.   All poems MUST be the original work of the individual child.  Only one poem per 

child is permitted. 
  5.   ONLY THE TITLE AND THE POEM SHOULD BE ON THE FRONT OF ONE 
SIDE OF ONE PAGE.  POEMS SHOULD BE ON A FULL PAGE, 8 1/2 BY 11 INCH-

ES.  NO PICTURES PLEASE.   
6.   A REGISTRATION FORM must be attached to the BACK of the poem.  These 
forms are available at the Silas Bronson Library (Main and Bunker Hill Branch) and at all the 
schools in Waterbury (we have included a master- please make copies) as well as at the Silas 

Bronson Library website www.bronsonlibrary.org. 
7.   Poems cannot be returned.  Please keep a copy for your records. 
8.   Any poem submitted in a foreign language must be accompanied by the English 

translation.  Judging will be based on the translated version of the poem. 
9.  Students who win may be asked to volunteer to read their poem during the 

Awards Ceremony. 
 
Note:   Winners will be notified by phone in early May, 2015.  For additional infor-

mation, please call the Children’s Services Division at 203-574-8212. Funding is 

provided by THE FRIENDS OF THE SILAS BRONSON LIBRARY.  
 
Themes by Grade 
 
Grade 1  My Favorite Animal 
Grade 2  It’s Spring! 
Grade 3  Dinosaurs 
Grade 4  Scary Things 
Grade 5  My Favorite Invention 
Grade 6  Finding Treasure 
Grade 7  If I Were a Superhero 
Grade 8  If I Could Change the World 


